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April 29, 2010

The Honorabie Bamey Frank
U.S. House of Represcntatives
Washingten, DC 20515

Deer Represeatative Frank:

Thank you for youx hmmmgmwﬁmmmﬂomm’smmﬁﬁﬁng
industry as it wransitions 1o cawch dhaws. You sequested that the National QOvceanic and Atmospheric
mmmn'smﬁmmﬁmﬁmwmmfmmwmmmm
for skates, pollock, yellowtzil ﬂunnder,mds;ﬁnydugﬁsbasawaytohelpﬁshumenmmushihis
difficult interine period. IwmymmhowﬂmrMSisukingswpswmwmw
information into its decisionmaling. ’

On March 23, 2010, NMFS, on my behalf, approved Amendment 3 to the Skate Complex
Fishery Mamgmmtﬂmasdwehpedmdmmbytthanghndﬁﬁumew
Council (Council). However, st the Council’s Scieatific and Statistical Committes meeting on
March 17, 2010, mmmmd&usm&whmmﬂiﬁmmmwhuﬂym

With respect to pollack, NMFS is actively working on the poflock benchmask stock
assessment and recently uomplttﬂdthxe?of'meﬁvestcpsinthe stock assessment process: a meeting

advanccd;agbbasadﬂockassementmudd. A forrth meeting will be held nexs month which will
complete the steck assessment using 2008-2009 data. The final step in the process will be an
immwmmwwWWmmmmxm 1-5, 2010. i the aew
m@ﬂnmvﬁonhwmmmmfswnmwimmmwmmmmdm
as quickiy as possible. -

”Ih:an’lywwmmmwf&pam(md Southem New England) yellowtsil floumder
wasconduﬁedaspzﬁofﬂmﬁmundﬁshmmmkeﬁewh&wﬁnginm. Geospes Bank
yellowtail is assessed annually a‘pmnfmeT;mbommRmmmAsesmCommime
POCESS. Weaxeamthtamﬂmtamuﬁvusﬁyéfmmnmmsm&:
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mndymeszinuwycﬂomailﬂomﬂergh\mdmmeiﬁthzsallcpmusnuofﬂmedmﬂ.
Howeves, ber factity commities did not consider comparisons to the cntire Georges Bank stock io be
approprisie. Mpmmﬁdhpﬁuﬁmsofﬁemﬁ’sﬂﬂisfmmmmmm
sssessments will be considered when sctting catch levels for fishing year 2011. 1 also undersiand the
Council intends 1o begin work on exteasion of the Georgos Bank yellowtzil founder rebuilding
program. This action may provide some relief to industry while maintaining rebuilding progress on
ths stock,

Analyzing the effests of marine predators such as spiny dogfish en other Stocks isnow
part of many of our stock assessments. The Nonhzast Fishery Science Center’s Ecosystem
Assessment Program is targeting research toward a better understanding of these ecosystem
inicractions. . . -

With respect 1o the spiny dogfish asscxsment, substantial progress hes been made o
redefinition of the biomass refierence point. [t appears that new biclogicsl reference poinis will bo
accepted by NIMFS and that spiny dogfish will be deemved rebuilt. NMFS already woded with the
Cmmﬁlmmuﬂhnmzwﬁaimmemmmmndﬂqmmisﬁmm!emghm
respond o new scientific information. Therefore, if spiny dogfish is determined to be rebuik, 2
bigher quota for 2010 canbe sct in the final specifications. ‘

Wehmndmhemspmsm‘tam!ﬁngmimﬁﬁcmm“smwgoﬂuf
mitigating impacts on the industry through this diffieult period, while remaining coasisient with that
scientific advice. If you bave sny questions, please contact Aptil Boyd, Assistant Secretary of
Legisintive and Intergovernmental Affairs, at (202) 482-3663.

Sincezely, Z’ T
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